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 MBSS’s ADMINISTRATIVE TEAM                         MBSS COUNSELLORS 
 
Principal:         
Mr. John Simonson,  Ext. 5225, Email:  jsimonso@sd23.bc.ca  Sherry Bradley (Last Names A-G) 
                    Voicemail:  #4302 
Vice Principals:             Email: sbradley@sd23.bc.ca 
Mrs. Linda Ross, Last Names A-G      Susan Smith (Last Names H-N) 
Ext. 5229,  Email: lross@sd23.bc.ca      Voicemail #6031 
Mr. John Grodzki, Last Names H-N     Email:  ssmith3@sd23.bc.ca 
Ext. 5228, Email: jgrodzki@sd23.bc.ca           Irene Maier (Last Names O-Z) 
Mr. Luke Campbell , Last Names O-Z     Voicemail #6047 
Ext. 5227, Email:  lcampbel@sd23.bc.ca                Email:  imaier@sd23.bc.ca 
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Principal’s Message 
 
We are off to a strong start at MBS.  Students have settled into their classes and our fall extra-curricular 
programs are up and running.  Thanks to the many staff and community members who volunteer their time to 
work with our students!  Ms. Trewhitt and our Leadership 11/12 class will be running the “Lose Your Lox for 
Terry Fox” event and the annual school-wide Terry Fox Run on October 6th. 
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  POST-SECONDARY EVENING AT MBSS 
 
If you are a Grade 11 or 12 student or parent of a student, plan to attend this informational evening at 
Mount Boucherie Secondary! 
 
A number of BC post secondary universities and colleges will be present to conduct informational 
sessions for  students and parents.  Parents and students will have the opportunity to choose three 
presentations to sit through, from their choice of visiting Universities and Colleges.   
 
A question and answer period will  be available at the end of each session! 

 

        Thursday, October 20th 
       7:00 pm 

         Multipurpose Room at MBSS 
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DATES TO REMEMBER:  October 2011 

 
3  Provincial Exam Rewrites (E only):  EN 12 at 9:00 am, SS 11 at 1:00 pm 
4   Provincial Exam Rewrites (E only):  EN 10 at 9:00 am 
5  Photo package orders due at main office by today.    
6  Field trip to BCIT (Kelowna campus).  Bussing provided.  Sign up in the Career  
  Centre.   
6  Terry Fox Run for Research at MBSS, 11:15 am.  
7   NO CLASSES TODAY—Implementation Day for SD #23 
10   SCHOOL CLOSED TODAY —Thanksgiving 
17   PAC Meeting tonight at 6:30 pm, in the Library. 
17  Parent Ambassador Training Session #2, at 7:00 pm in the Multipurpose Room 
20   Post Secondary Evening at MBSS:  Post secondary representatives will be visiting  

  Mount Boucherie, beginning at 7:00 pm and giving presentations to students and  
  their parents.  

21  NO CLASSES TODAY—Professional Development Day  
24 & 25 Choral Retreat at Green Bay. 
25   Photo retake day (must return proof package if student wants retakes). 
26   UBC/UBCO will be visiting MBSS tonight from 7:00 to 8:30 pm in MPR.  
27   Tour of Okanagan College, 9:30 to 11:00 am.  Bussing provided.   
  Sign up is required in advance in the Career Centre. � �

FIRST NATIONS STUDENT PROGRAM 
 

The Aboriginal Education Program is in full swing at MBS. Our First Nations Advocates are Mrs. 
Leanne Louie, Mr. Jim Aleck and Ms. Jennifer Belcourt. We also have two fully qualified teachers 
(Mrs. White and Ms. Forsyth) who work in our school as tutors for the Aboriginal students. All 
parents are welcome to call with questions about the program. The School District Aboriginal 
program provides services to students of Aboriginal heritage by helping them with specific needs 
and problems that affect academic performance or school relationships. The goal of the program is 
to improve the success rate for Aboriginal students. Any input from parents is always welcome! 



ATTENDANCE AND PUNCTUALITY 
 
To aid us in checking attendance, we are asking that parents phone the school before 9:00 am., if 
possible, in the event that your son or daughter will be unavoidably absent or late.  We are doing period 
attendance this year, so if  you receive a call, you can be assured that your son or daughter missed a class.  
Teachers and administrators may also phone home when an absence is in question.  If it is inconvenient 
to phone the school, please send a note explaining the absence or late arrival with your child when he/she 
returns. 

CHECK OUT THE SCHOOL WEBSITE 
 

A great way to improve communication and information flow is to join the MBS Parent Email list.  All of 
our parents are encouraged to sign up.  Just log on to:  http://www.mbs.sd23.bc.ca/ and follow the step 
by step instructions.  We regularly post info about important dates and events coming up at our school.  
You can unsubscribe  at any time. 
 
The Staff contact link on the MBS homepage can also be used to link to teacher websites and email 
addresses.  Many of our teachers post assignment lists, dates for upcoming tests and practice sheets to 
download.  You are also encouraged to contact your son or daughter’s teacher by leaving a voicemail 
message for them.  Voicemail numbers can be found on our school’s website at:  
 http://www.mbs.sd23.bc.ca/website/staff_directory 
 
If  you select the Today’s News section of the sidebar menu on the school website you will see a listing 
of all the items posted on the DAILY ANNOUNCEMENTS.  

IMPORTANT CHANGES to the PROVINCIAL SCHOLARSHIP PRO GRAM 
 
As a result of the cancellation of optional grade 12 exams (e.g. Physics 12, History 12, German 12, 
etc.), the Scholarship Program offered by the Ministry of Education has changed.  To earn a $1,000 
Provincial Scholarship, the new formula is: 
 
1. LANGUAGE ARTS 12: 

Students must achieve at least a “B” (73% or above) final mark (provincial exam and school 
mark combined) in one of the Language Art 12 (Com. 12, Eng 12 or Eng 12 First Peoples). 

                                                                                and 
2. REQUIRED EXAM SCORES: 

Students must achieve overall one “A” (86% or above) plus three “B”s (or better) on four of the 
five required exams (SS 11 or FNS 12,  Language Arts 12,  Sci 10,  Eng 10 or a Math 10). 

 
The exam rewrite rule will be relaxed for one year (Sept 1, 2011 – Aug 31, 2012) to allow students 

to rewrite a required exam to improve their scores. 
Students are advised to log on to the Ministry of Education website (https://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/

exams/tsw/tsw/student/welcome.jsp) to view their exam results and then decide whether or not 
to rewrite any previously completed exams. 

Students must have their PEN number (Personal Education Number) in order to access provincial 
exam information. PEN numbers are shown on all school report cards. 

Students who would like to do practice tests can do them and have them evaluated online at 
https://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/exams/search/  

 
 Rewrites can be done Oct. 3/4, Nov. 7/8, April 12/13 or May 17/18.   
 Rewrites cannot be done in January or June.  Remember to pre-register at the office.   
 “Old” Math 10 exam rewrites:  Nov. 7/8. 



ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY NEWSLETTER 
 
In an effort to “go green” we  no longer be send home a paper copy of the monthly newsletter with 
each student.  We will continue to post an electronic copy of the newsletter on the school website and 
we will send out a link each month to those parents who have registered on the MBS Parent Email 
list.  Families who would prefer a hard copy of the newsletter can request one from the main office. 

 
PICKUP AND DROP OFF 

 
Parents are encouraged to pick up and drop students off in the student parking area in front of the 
Bear Gym, rather than getting caught up in the congestion at the front of the building. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Volunteer Opportunities 
Contact your Career Centre for more information on the following opportunities!   
Volunteer hours help with your Graduation Transitions course and when applying for scholarship/
bursaries. 
 
District of West Kelowna’s Haunted House 
SUN FM Adventure Team 
Monster Bash 
Kelowna General Hospital Auxiliary Assistant 
YM-YWCA Youth Advisory Council 

 
Upcoming Career Program Events: 
Oct. 5th:  Brookhaven Orientation 
Oct. 6:  BCIT Field Trip (Kelowna Campus ) 
Oct. 11:  Village at Smith Creek Orientation 
Oct. 27:  Tour of Okanagan College 
 
Mentoring Luncheon: 
Grade 12 students who are interested in the Mentoring program, may sign up in the Career Centre.  
 
Career Spotlights: 
We’d like to hear your ideas!  Please stop by the Counselling Centre to let Mrs. Gonzales know which 
Career Spotlights you would like to see at our school  this year and we will do our very best to arrange 
those for you! 
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SD No. 23 Career Life Programs, in partnership with committee members:  Emil Anderson 
Construction, Brantal Contracting, First Response Safety Training Inc., WorkSafe BC, Ministry of 
Energy, Mines & Petroleum Resources and Southern Interior Construction, proudly ran another session of 
“HEAVY METAL ROCKS”!  
 
This unique program provides opportunities for students to explore the wide variety of rewarding career 
choices as heavy equipment operators in the construction industry. Students learn the importance of safety 
training and receive mentoring from equipment operators as they learn about and how to operate several 
different types of heavy equipment.  
 

Left to Right: 
John Simonson 
Jaden Stabler 
Stacey Takenaka 
John Grodzki 

                   Chad Fenton 



 

 
 

   
 
 
 
 

By  Danielle Douglas, Rylee Mitchell and Rainey Wesley 
 
 
ABORIGINAL LEADERSHIP   is a course for aboriginal students. In this class we are learning about 
traditional and contemporary leadership styles. Each one of us is learning about what it takes to be a good 
leader for ourselves and others. In the first three weeks of class we have been exploring and learning about 
many leadership skills and qualities. We have written and shared with each other what has made us who 
we are today. All of us have our story and who and what has influenced us to view leadership the way we 
do. We have also recently attended a Pow Wow at the Okanagan College in Kelowna.  

We were very fortunate to be able to experience traditional dancing, drumming and singing. The 
singers and dancers provided us with some insight about our aboriginal culture and traditional ways. A few 
days a week we get to play traditional aboriginal games. Graduated students have taken time out to come 
and help us and teach us about the traditional games. Although these games are just for some fun we are 
building the foundations of leadership for the rest of the course. Every one of us is always involved and 
participating in all of the activities in the class. The class is planning on going on many trips to gain more 
understanding of leadership. Examples are Kamloops to play traditional stick games with another school, 
Vancouver for the 'We Day', and Whistler to experience different activities with other aboriginals and to 
make new connections. 

These trips we're hopefully going on will give us a chance to meet new people and get to know 
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understanding of leadership. Many of the students came into this course not knowing what it was about, 
but within the three weeks that we have been here we gained so much knowledge and are thankful to have 
this course available for the Aboriginal Students of Mount Boucherie Secondary School. The class is a 
safe environment and is very welcoming to others, we try our best to see things from different perspectives 
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others. The class teaches us about Respect and Honor - the basic things that many of us need to improve. 
This is just the beginning of the course and we can already take so much away from it. 
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MBSS PARENT ADVISORY COUNCIL (PAC) 
2011-2012 Executive 

 
    President :   Loreen Thomson 
    Treasurer:   Lisa Plocktis  
    Secretary:     Bobbi Massey 
    COPAC Rep:   Rebecca Enns 
    Member at Large: Jana Potts 
    Past President:    Tina Pomponio 
 
 
The next PAC meeting  will be held on Oct 17th beginning at  6:30 pm. in the MBSS Library.    

 

        District Dogwood Authority Award Recipients 
for Mount Boucherie Secondary School        

2010-2011 
 

 
*Congratulations to the following  MBSS graduates, recipients of the 

2011 District Dogwood Scholarship! 
 

Natasha Agar 
Daniel Andrews 
Sydney Creed 
Tianna Dilley 
Evan Dudzik 
Cameron Fish 
Alexie Glover 
Alexandra Gracia 
Lore Green 
Christopher Hornbacher 
David Kirk 
Patrick Lynch 
Lindsay Mallen 

Corin Manders 
James McKenzie 
Maxime Messier 
Gordon Minaker 
Zoe Moshensky 
Kelly-Ann Muir 
Caitlyn Nearing 
Austin Nicholl 
Luke Oloffs 
Julia Ransom 
Nolan Thorn 
Kate Torgerson 
Lindsay Wardle 

 
 
MBSS BEAR WEAR will be available to purchase for the month of October.  Order forms can be picked up 
at the Main School Office, the Career Centre or at the School Store “Bear Cave”.  The forms can be handed in, 
along with a cheque, to the main office by Friday, October 28th.  The orders should be available for pick up 
in early December! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

September marks the beginning of another year for Mount Boucherie athletics.  Once again, we have a 
number of teams taking part in the fall season, coached by many of our teachers and community 
coaches.  MBSS football, with its varsity and junior varsity teams, is enjoying great success under the 
coaching of Mike Godwin and Chris Rock, with Mr. Bone as the teacher-sponsor.  MBSS volleyball, 
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Kuhn, Mr. McParland, Ms. Trewhitt, Ms. Kirk, and Norm Hanson have started their respective seasons 
and look forward to hosting games in our newly renovated gym, scheduled to open very soon.  Also, 
the girls' field hockey team, coached by Leslie Park with Ms. Bedwell as the teacher-sponsor, has 
started its league play, and the cross country team, coached by Mr. Campbell, Mrs. Robinson, and Mrs. 
Siemers, has a great group of students taking part in weekly races in the area.  Finally, the boys' soccer 
team, coached by Scott Rattee with Mr. Hayes as the teacher-sposor, has started off very well with two 
wins over KSS and RSS.  If you enjoy sports, be sure to make a point of watching a game or two.  
More information regarding the fall season can be found through contacting the athletic director -- 
Adrian Zuyderduyn  --  at azuyderd@sd23.bc.ca  
 
Article submitted by Mikayla Sherry, MBSS Student 

 
 

 
Written by Jasmine Peachey, MBSS student 

 
We are sending off five Mount Boucherie Students to Newfoundland on September 26th, for the 
Canadian Student Leadership Conference. Mount Boucherie is proud to see off Rachel Morrison, 
Devon Galloway, Mitch McCullough, Connor Sharpe, and Jasmine Peachey. These students will be 
participating in a variety of leadership activities and will be interacting with world famous motivational 
speakers, including Chantal Kreviazuk. The students will be gone for five days, and are looking 
forward to bringing back all they learn to enrich Mount Boucherie's leadership community.  

 
 
 

Written by Jasmine Peachey, MBSS student 
 
On September15th leadership students began a journey filled with bonding, great food and amazing 
experiences. Their destination was Rockridge Canyon, just outside of Princeton.  Going to Rockridge 
with the four different leadership groups was a great bonding experience. Leadership, Peer 
Counseling, LINK, and Global Service were all in attendance, making the grand total around 60 
students and staff. The rustic mountain view and accommodating facilities made participating in 
activities comfortable and fun. The gorgeous scenery reminded us how fortunate we are to live in such 
a beautiful country and province. Students ate meals in a massive dining hall, while group sessions 
were held in designated conference rooms overlooking the picturesque lake. On top of all that, the 
students also enjoyed a zip lining experience! This two day retreat bonded students from various 
leadership groups, enriching Mount Boucherie's leadership community.  

 



 
 
 
Building positive links and effective communication between parents, students, staff and our community is 
the mission of the Parent Ambassador’s program.  Parent Ambassadors are parent volunteers who are 
responsible for contacting 10 to 12 other parents in their child’s grade level approximately  four times 
throughout the year.  This contact can be over the phone or through email.  We have our next training session 
on October 17  from 7:00 – 8:00 pm in the Multi-Purpose room at MBSS.  We are still looking for Parent 
Ambassadors, especially at the grade 11 and 12 level.  We also are looking for a parent to act as Parent 
Ambassador Coordinator for grade 11.  Come out and join us on the 18th.  See you then.  

NEWS FROM YOUR SCHOOL LIBRARY! 
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POLICY 460—School District #23  APPEALS BYLAW 
 
The complete policy is available for viewing on line at:  http://www.sd23.bc.ca/PolicyHandbook/
policies/460.pdf 
 
“A student or a parent of a student who is entitled to an educational program in School District No. 23 
may appeal a decision of an employee of the Board of Education which significantly affects the 
education, health or safety of the student.  Employee decisions relating to individual students should 
be carried out in accordance with principles of fairness. The appeal process should encourage all 
parties to disputes to understand the concerns of the other parties and make good faith efforts to 
resolve disputes to mutual satisfaction.  The Board of Education generally encourages complaints and 
disputes to be dealt with at the point closest to where the dispute first arises.  If an employee’s 
decision is disputed or a complaint is made about an employee’s decision, the dispute or complaint is 
not resolved to the satisfaction of the student or the parent of the student affected, and the decision 
significantly affects the education, health or safety of the student, the Board of Education recognizes 
the right of a student and/or his or her parents (including guardians and persons acting in place of 
parents) to appeal to the Board.”   
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The Peachland High School Rodeo will be held October 8th & 9th at the Peachland Riding Club (5380 
Princeton Ave.).  Each day features a full rodeo, starting at 9 am with events such as Bull Riding, 
Team Roping, Barrel Racing, and much more.  Come see members of the MBSS Rodeo Team compete 
against riders from across the province. 

 
For more information contact: 

MBSS Rodeo Team Sponsor, Mrs. Maurita Graham (mgraham@sd23.bc.ca), or  
 PRC Rodeo Director/BCHSRA President, Sandy Chevallier (sandylw@shaw.ca) 

 
 
 
 
In the Multi Purpose Room at MBSS Oct. 3rd, 4th, 5th: 
 
* Change collection  
* Bake Sale 
 
On event day,  Oct 6th: 
 
* All students participate in the "Run" just before lunch 
* BBQ in the courtyard / MPR during lunch - burgers and salad - $5.00 
* Head shaving / Hair tattoos in the MPR during the lunch break 

 
 
 
 
The Boys & Girls Clubs of Canada - “PARENTS IN THE KNOW” Program is a 10 week 
program for parents of teens who are feeling challenged in their parenting.  The program is a 
strengths-based approach that focuses upon respectful communication and relationship/attachment 
focused tools.   
 
This is a closed course that runs for 10 weeks on Tuesday evenings starting October 4, 2011.  
There are 10 spots available (one spot includes 2 parents or a parent and partner or a single parent).  
You must register before October 4th or else wait until the next course begins in January, 2012.  
The cost is $20 per spot to cover materials. 
 
If you have any questions, please call 250-859-1968 or 250-765-0532 or 868-8581, ext. 222 or contact CJ Leblanc 
by emailing:  cleblanc@boysandgirlsclubs.ca or jcliffe@boysandgirlsclubs.ca 



 
 
 
 

 

A Planning course is a requirement for graduation.   
 
 Many grade 11 students have selected Virtual Planning , an online Planning 
course, to satisfy this graduation requirement.  Completing this Virtual Planning 
course will also take them through the creation of their "My Action Plan" or MAP, 
which when completed in Grade 12 will satisfy another graduation requirement.  
 
To begin the course, students are required to complete an online application.  
Teachers are available all day in the Virtual Room (located next to the Career 
Centre) if they need assistance registering, or have questions about any aspect of 
their online course.  They are also welcome to contact their teacher at school or 
through the Virtual Planning course messenger system. 
  
The Virtual Planning course will be completed outside of the school timetable with 
the assistance of a teacher at MBSS.  Students are encouraged to work at their own 
pace, at home and at school, to complete the course by the end of January. 
 
To assist students in completing the Virtual Planni ng course by the end of 
January, we have established some target dates.   
 
Unit 1 should be completed by the end of September,  
Unit 2 should be completed by the end of October, 
Units 3, 4 and the Midterm should be completed by the end of November, 
Unit 5 should be completed by the end of December, 
Unit 6 and the Final Exam should be completed by the end of January. 
 
Students who fall behind in their Virtual Planning course will be required to attend 
mandatory morning work sessions.  Thank you for your assistance in helping your 
student manage their time wisely and achieve their goal of completing Virtual 
Planning by January. 
 
You can check on your student's progress at any time by going to 
www.eschoolbc.com and selecting the Progress Reports icon at the top right of the 
page, or login with you student and check their grade with them. 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to cont act Dennis Kirkey at any time 
by email at:  dkirkey2@sd23.bc.ca  
 


